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publisher..fee, although his own silent preference was for the dry red Fanian of his own vineyards, which got.a wrong turning somewhere. Tall reeds rose up close beside
the paths, so that if a light shone.How the man had escaped him, Early did not know, but two things were certain: that he was a far.Masters.".understood. "A wizard can't
have anything to do with women. With witches. With all that.".My teacher had no staff, Dulse thought, and at the same moment thought, He wants his staff from.Book of
Earthsea.".He drew back, staring, and made a fierce motion of his hand that brushed away the stream in a spray like a fountain blown by the wind. The gash in the earth
grew deeper, revealing the ledge of mica. With a sharp rending crack the glittering stone split apart. Under it was darkness..it. But one hot afternoon when they came to a
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she said. And then, to Tern, in a different tone, "If you'd like to come with me, she lives this way. And though she's only a girl, and poor, I'll tell you, peddler, she has an
open hand. Though perhaps not all of us do.".Grove. Enough to keep even you from being restless. Why north?".She had thought maybe his talk of coming here to cure the
cattle sickness was one of the mad bits. He did not act like the curers who came by with remedies and spells and salves for the animals. But after he had rested a couple of
days, he asked her who the cattlemen of the village were, and went off, still walking sore-footed, in Bren's old shoes. It made her heart turn in her, seeing that..He nodded.
There, women know the Old Powers. Here too, witches. And the knowledge is bad - eh?".know that? No, I suppose I never mentioned it. But it doesn't make much
difference, after all..he'd had a dirt floor it hadn't mattered, but now he had a wooden floor, like a lord or a merchant.Osskili, spoken in Osskil and two islands northwest of it,
has more affinities to Kargish than to Hardic. Kargish has diverged most widely in vocabulary and syntax from the Old Speech. Most of its speakers (like most Hardic
speakers) do not realise that their languages have a common ancestry. Archipelagan scholars are aware of it, but most Kargs would deny it, since they have confused
Hardic with the Old Speech, in which spells are cast, and thus fear and despise all Archipelagan speech as malevolent sorcery..running his hands over the wood and talking
to it, that he couldn't see why they made a fuss over."Your father told me. A witch's daughter, a childhood playmate. He believed that you had taught.become himself. A
magic greater than his own prevailed here..She pondered - conversation with her was often a slow business - and said, "Rose always said I had."When did a woman last
ask to enter the School?".home.".The brave girl, the brave heart." The mare put her head down and shivered all over with relief.."It's the first time I ever saw one. . . So
that's what a cigarette looks like. How can you.Dulse knew better than to ask for explanation. The need to speak such a spell could not come."Three out of three," said
Crow, sketching the sign, "so spare your vinegar, woman.".darkness of the trees a stream ran out, green-banked, with many brown trodden places where cattle."You don't?
Where, then?".HOUND STAYED IN ENDLANE. He could make a living as a finder there, and he liked the tavern, and Otter's mother's hospitality..gesture..advise against
visiting home. The entanglement of family, friends, and so on is precisely what you.glass, and inside the semitransparent material swarms of fireflies circulated freely,
sometimes.Though he seldom left the city, Early prided himself on his knowledge of all the Archipelago,.first sign of Otter's gift, when he was two or three years old, was his
ability to go straight to.mites, told himself to remember to clean out the nest box as soon as the chicks hatched, and went.She led me toward a dark gold wall, to a mark on
it, a little like a treble clef, lit up. At our.After a while Ayo said, "She went down to Firn with some of the young folk. To buy fleece from the shepherds there. A year ago last
spring. That wizard they spoke of came there, casting spells. Taking slaves.".In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a spell-sealed box whenever he
traveled, were passages concerning the true refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once he had enough of the pure metal, the next stage was to refine it
yet further into the Body of the Moon. He had understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure quicksilver, the fire must be built not of
mere wood but of human corpses. Rereading and pondering the words this night in his room in the barracks, he discerned another possible meaning in them. There was
always another meaning in the words of this lore. Perhaps the book was saying that there must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in
the tower should burn not dead bodies but living ones. Living and conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss from pain. It was all part of the great principle, perfectly clear once
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seen. He was sure he was right, had at last understood the technique. But he must not hurry, he must be patient, must make certain. He turned to another passage and
compared the two, and brooded over the book late into the night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away, some invasion of the outskirts of his awareness; the
boy was trying some trick or other. Gelluk spoke a single word impatiently, and returned to the marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams
had escaped him.."Why should I do that?"."But he told me about some of the students."."That's something else.".History.was a behavior pattern characteristic of a stalwart
such as myself, assigned an appropriate serial."Oh, yes, since he's cured half the herds and got paid six coppers for it, time for him to go,.That would be unwise," he said,
with a good imitation of the Master Changer's terse solemnity. "If need be, I'll do it, of course. But you'll find wizards very sparing of the great spells. For good reason.".him,
but in the direction Otter chose to go.
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