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entire life and you. 'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'l swear
to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that | will not discover thy secret ever.' But the
cook answered, saying, '‘Away! Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in
his intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your strength, have burdened me, upon my weakliness, With burdens not to be
endured of mountain nor of plain..Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163).When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy
chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the king required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O
king, that.?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..? ? ? ? ? An if | live, in love of her I'll live, and if | die Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O
excellent!.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the Khalifate, taking and giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to his word, till the end of the day, when he gave [those
who were present] leave and permission [to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state departed to their occasions. Then the eunuchs came to him and calling down on
him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity], walked in attendance upon him and raised the curtain, and he entered the pavilion of the harem, where he found
candles lighted and lamps burning and singing-women smiting [on instruments of music]. When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said in himself, "By Allah, |
am in truth Commander of the Faithfull" As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose to him and carrying him up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a great table, spread
with the richest meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till he had gotten his fill, when he called one of the slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy name?" "My name is
Miskeh," replied she, and he said to another, "What is thy name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third, "What is thy name?" "My name is Tuhfeh,"
answered she; and he went on to question the damsels of their names, one after another, [till he had made the round of them all], when he rose from that place and
removed to the wine-chamber..Then he wept again and El Abbas said to him, "Fear not for me, for thou knowest my prowess and my puissance in returning answers in the
assemblies of the land and my good breeding (63) and skill in rhetoric; and indeed he whose father thou art and whom thou hast reared and bred and in whom thou hast
united praiseworthy qualities, the repute whereof hath traversed the East and the West, thou needest not fear for him, more by token that | purpose but to seek diversion
(64) and return to thee, if it be the will of God the Most High." Quoth the king, "Whom wilt thou take with thee of attendants and [what] of good?" "O father mine," replied El
Abbas, "I have no need of horses or camels or arms, for | purpose not battle, and | will have none go forth with me save my servant Aamir and no more.".Nor," added the

vizier, "is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary or stranger than the story of the king and his chamberlain's wife; nay, the latter is rarer than this and more

Singing-Girl dccecexc.Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story ii.So she did this and fair fortune aided her and the Divine
favour was vouchsafed unto her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter. However, she repeated her speech to him a
second and a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should deter her, and she cited him a parable in answer to his, and the talk was
prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he availed not to turn her from her purpose and she said to him, ‘Needs must | marry the
king, so haply | may be a sacrifice for the children of the Muslims; either | shall turn him from this his heresy or | shall die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he
went up to the king and acquainted him with the case, saying, 'l have a daughter and she desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent
unto this, seeing that thou knowest | lie but one night with a girl and when | arise on the morrow, | put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her, and thou hast done this
again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered the vizier, 'that | have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught, but needs must she have thy company and still
chooseth to come to thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that | have cited to her the sayings of the sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary
thereof with more than that which | said to her." And the king said, 'Bring her to me this night and to-morrow morning come thou and take her and put her to death; and by

Allah, an thou slay her not, | will slay thee and her also!".? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dccccvi.The Seventeenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and

Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the, iii. 199..Then he called his servant Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse heard his words and indeed [she saw that]

Aamir brought him the horses and they were resolved upon departure, the tears ran down upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me,
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O solace of the eye!" Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he, "I go hence to visit Akil,
the son of my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years have | not seen him nor he me; wherefore | purpose
to repair to him and discover his news and return hither. Then will | go hence to Yemen, if it be the will of God the Most High.".136. The History ot Gherib and his Brother
Agib dcxxiv.Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9.."By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el
Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited as follows:].? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xlii.So saying, he turned away from him
and Saad fared on to the palace, where he found all the suite in attendance on the king and recounting to him that which had betided them with EI Abbas. Quoth the king,
"Where is he?" And they answered, "He is with the Amir Saad." [So, when the latter entered], the king [looked, but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing that he hankered
after the youth, cried out to him, saying, "God prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without leave or commandment.” "O Saad," asked
the king, "whence cometh this man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, | know not; but he is a youth fair of favour, lovesome of aspect, accomplished in discourse, goodly
of repartee, and valour shineth from between his eyes.".So saying, he took leave of the woman and her husband and set out, intending for Akil, his father's brother's son.
Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place forty days' journey; so El Abbas settled himself on the back of his courser and his servant Aamir mounted also
and they fared forth on their way. Presently, El Abbas turned right and left and recited the following verses:.Now, by the ordinance of God the Most High, a company of
thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that mountain and made prize of that which was with them of merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they
might share their booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and the
gold laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided the money between them and
the captain of the thieves took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to his house, when he appointed him a nurse, who should
rear him..So the prince's father and his uncle and his mother and the grandees of the realm repaired to his tomb and the princess made lamentation over him, crying aloud.
She abode by the tomb a whole month; then she let fetch painters and caused them limn her portraiture and that of the king's son. Moreover, she set down in writing their
story and that which had befallen them of perils and afflictions and set it [together with the pictures], at the head of the tomb; and after a little, they departed from the place.
Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary, O king of the age, than the story of the fuller and his wife and the trooper and what passed between them.".Wife, The
Fuller and his, i. 261..El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again, iii. 108..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and
his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next
day..? ? ? ? ? | fear to be seen in the air, Without my consent, unaware;.? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.As he and his father were
thus engaged in talk, in came his mother and caught hold of him; and he said to her, "God on thee, let me go my gait and strive not to turn me from my purpose, for that
needs must | go." "O my son," answered she, "if it must be so and there is no help for it, swear to me that them wilt not be absent from me more than a year." And he swore
to her. Then he entered his father's treasuries and took therefrom what he would of jewels and jacinths and everything heavy of worth and light of carriage. Moreover, he
bade his servant Aamir saddle him two horses and the like for himself, and whenas the night darkened behind him, (65) he rose from his couch and mounting his horse, set
out for Baghdad, he and Aamir, whilst the latter knew not whither he intended..When EI Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her
case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in company with her, so haply | may discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?"
"Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace.
Then she [opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun,
cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight, she offered to

cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have

aspires to union with his love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of that whereon he's bent!.Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a
dress of honour, (142) commanding that all who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour [and other presents]
on him, till he was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the mastership of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets beside
the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter.” "O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault [in their
eyes] but that | was a loyal counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy good and withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me
and plotted against me and sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do with them in requital of
that which they did with thee? For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my honour among the kings.".? ? 2?2 ? ? ?
? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress xv.With this the king bade the vizier go away to his lodging, and when he arose in the morning, he abode his day in his
house..[When the king returned to his palace,] he went in to his wife Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'l give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told her what
had betided and of the youth whom he had brought with him. When she heard this, her wits fled and she would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king
said to her, 'What is this? Art thou overcome with grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O king!" answered
she. 'But women are fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and acquainted her with her son's case also and with that
which he had suffered of stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken prisoner and they had cast him into the pit and hurled him from
the top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils, all of them; and he went on to tell her [all that had betided him], whilst she wept..Officer's Story, the
Eighth, ii. 155..Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never saw | nor heard thy like in smiting upon the

lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me. Who am | that thou shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by
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Allah," exclaimed he, 'l said but the truth to thee and | am none of those on whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and
sing thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening
and obedience.' So she took the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly for delight. Then
she returned to the first mode and sang thereto the following verses:."Away with him from me! Who is at the door?" "Kutheiyir Azzeh," (52) replied Adi, and Omar said, "It is
he who says in one of his odes ... " [And he repeated the following verses:].? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.When the
king heard this, he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair; for that deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this [youth]
shall not escape [us].".] saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display, i. 46..Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took
it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one
night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if
he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never
more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..So Abdulmelik went away to his house, whither he found that the money had foregone him, and on
the morrow Jaafer presented himself before the Khalif and acquainted him with what had passed and that he had appointed Abdulmelik's son governor of Egypt and had
promised him his daughter in marriage. Er Reshid approved of this and confirmed the appointment and the marriage. [Then he sent for the young man] and he went not
forth of the palace of the Khalif till he wrote him the patent [of investiture with the government] of Egypt; and he let bring the Cadis and the witnesses and drew up the
contract of marriage..So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, "We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take
the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since | heard him solicit thee; wherefore | purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the
money; and do not thou cross me." ' It is well," answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep | will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair,
whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have
no fear for me, for | can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt]." And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.". The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..There
was once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had vouchsafed them. As time went on, their
fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there remained of them but one old woman. When she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with

aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, ‘This old woman shall not harbour with us, for that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a

Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dxcvii.Then he turned back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his
horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught | know, this youth may be Melik Shah." And he fell
a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O youth!" Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy
dwelling?' The youth sighed and answered, 'l am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'l am from such a land,’
and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him and kissed him and wept over
his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily from the king his mother's husband and that his mother
would be content [to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him not..After he had slain him, he fell into repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him,
and none, who questioned him, would he acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him of [the cause of] his
grief, he answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that the king's grief arose from regret for him. As
for llan Shah, he used, after this, to betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys and spy upon them, so he might hear what they said concerning his
wife. As he stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them spread out the gold before them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out on us! What
doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught therewith neither spend it upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against Abou Temam and done him to death
unjustly." And the other answered, 'Had we known that the king would presently kill him, we had not done what we did.".We sat down and | looked at him who had opened
the door to us, and behold he was lopped of the hand. | misliked this of him, and when | had sat a little longer, there entered a man, who filled the lamps in the saloon and lit
the candles; and behold, he also was handlopped. Then came the folk and there entered none except he were lopped of the hand, and indeed the house was full of these.
When the assembly was complete, the host entered and the company rose to him and seated him in the place of honour. Now he was none other than the man who had
fetched me, and he was clad in sumptuous apparel, but his hands were in his sleeves, so that | knew not how it was with them. They brought him food and he ate, he and

the company; after which they washed their hands and the host fell to casting furtive glances at me.
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