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at least a small degree of comfort to Agnes, who spent her life comforting others.."My dad's already armored me," Celestina assured her. "He says art lasts, but critics are
the buzzing insects of a single summer day.".After a few racing steps, when the dog realized that Mary hadn't thrown the ball, it whipped around and sprinted
back..BASEBALL CAP IN HAND, he stood on Agnes's front porch this Sunday evening, a big man with the demeanor of a shy boy..a time, from the carafe on the
nightstand. She spooned the ice into Junior's mouth not with the businesslike.As the afternoon waned toward a portentous dusk and toward the gallery reception for
Celestina White, Junior prepared his knives and guns..He had noted all seven names on the bassinets, but he read them again. He sensed in their names-or in one of their
names-the explanation for his seemingly mad perception of a looming threat..Rico, her own husband-a drunkard and a gambler-had run off with another woman,
abandoning Maria and their two small daughters. No doubt, he had departed in a spotlessly clean, sharply pressed, perfectly mended ensemble..Angel, on the window seat,
wore nothing but white. White sneakers and socks. White pants. White T-shirt. Two white bows in her hair..After arranging to have the gallery deliver his acquisition, Junior
stopped in a nearby diner for lunch. The place specialized in superb heartland food: meat loaf, fried chicken, macaroni and cheese..This was the image that plied the
turbulent waters of Junior Cain's imagination when he sailed out of the driver's door and came around to face the Studebaker, his heart dropping like an anchor..At the end
of their second date, however, Frieda invited Junior up to her apartment, to see her Lientery collection and, no doubt, to take a ride on the Cain ecstasy machine. She
owned seven canvases by the painter, received as partial payment of his PR bills..Consequently, he scheduled more time every day with the phone books. He had obtained
directories for all nine counties that, with the city itself, comprised the Bay Area..Even the Shantung-softened lamplight blazed too bright and did not serve her well, so she
switched it off and said, "Scoot over.".Neddy favored a quick greeting, two curt pumps, but Junior held fast after the handshake was over. He didn't grind the musician's
knuckles, nothing so crude, just held on pleasantly but firmly. His intention was to confuse and further rattle the man, taking advantage of his obvious dislike of having his
personal space encroached upon, in the hope that Neddy would reveal why he'd been watching Junior so intently from across the room.."Miss White was admitted to St.
Mary's late January fifth," said Nolly, "with dangerous hypertension, a complication of pregnancy."."Besides, I still live by my vows as much as possible, though I've had the
longest continuing dispensation on record." A smile on that cracked countenance could be touching, but an ironic look now worked less well; it gave Kathleen a chill. "Vanity
is a sin I've more easily been able to avoid than some others.".Occasionally, when Junior returned home from a day of gallery hopping or an evening at a restaurant,
Industrial Woman-the artist's title-scared away his mellow mood. More than once, he'd cried out in alarm before realizing this was just his prized Poriferan..He wanted the
most expensive box for Joey; but Joey, a modest and prudent man, would have disapproved. Instead, he selected a handsome but not ornate casket just above the median
price..In the gallery windows, eight of the nine sculptures were so disturbing that many passersby, catching sight of them, blanched and looked away and hurried on. Not
everyone can be a connoisseur..Because he hadn't heard Victoria Bressler speak in so long-and then only on two occasions-and because the woman on the phone had
spoken so softly, Junior couldn't tell whether or not their voices were one and the same..THE CRISP CRACKLE of faux flames, the way they made them in the days of radio
dramas, back in the 1930s and '40s, when he was a boy: cellophane..The hall was deserted. Then a woman came out of one of the offices and walked toward the gallery,
without glancing at him..JUNIOR CAIN WANDERED among the Philistines, in the gray land of conformity, seeking one-just one-refreshingly repellent canvas, finding only
images that welcomed and even charmed, yearning for real art and the vicious emotional whirlpool of despair and disgust that it evoked, finding instead only themes of uplift
and images of hope, surrounded by people who seemed to like everything from the paintings to the canapes to the cold January night, people who probably hadn't spent
even one day of their lives brooding about the inevitability of nuclear annihilation before the end of this decade, people who smiled too much to be genuine intellectuals, and
he felt more alone and threatened than eyeless Samson chained in Gaza.."Pie, pie, pie, pie, pie, pie, pie, pie," Barty repeated in the same tone of self-satisfied delight that
he used when announcing "Barty potty.".Bolting up from the couch-"Mom, are you there?"--she turned to Tom, her face collapsing in a ghastly expression.
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